A review of the antigens of Fasciola hepatica.
The interaction between the antigens of Fasciola hepatica and the host immune response are reviewed. This paper evaluates not only more recent work, but the older literature as well. Antigens from each stage in the life cycle are considered with the idea of identifying those antigens with a potential for use in an effective vaccine. Antigens which cross-react with other parasite species are detailed as well as those that cross-react between different stages in the life cycle of F. hepatica. The objective of the review is to demonstrate for other investigators that vaccination against F. hepatica is a distinct possibility. We hope to encourage more investigators to initiate work on this aspect of an economically-important cosmopolitan parasite.